WOMONSPACE ~ 


our voice in the lesbian community 
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Womonspace is a social, recreational and 
educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. We are 
registered under the Societies Act. 

omonspace was formed a number of 
years ago by a few womyn who saw a need 
for the lesbian community of Edmonton. 
Part of the vision of the original founding 
members was to form an alternative to the 
gay bars and clubs. Out of this vision 
evolved our monthly dances, the newsletter 
and our Thursday night drop-ins. The 
members of Womonspace have asked for 
and organized workshops of interest to 
lesbians; car rallies, ski trips, camping trips 
and a library geared for us. Womonspace 
has provided a more creative environment 
for the womyn to get together and for them 
to learn to work together and support each 
other. Every single activity is done by 
volunteers. The drop-ins are hosted by 
volunteers and everyone who works at our 
dances is a volunteer. Our newsletter is 
completely prepared by volunteers. It’s 
OUR society, OUR organization. It’s 
whatever we want to put into it. It’s 
womyn supporting womyn, taking care of 
each other and ourselves, creating a better 
environment for our sisters coming out 
behind us. 


Our address is Basement, 9930 - 106 

Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If 

you have any questions or comments, 

pee give us acall. We would like to 
ear from you. 


FROMTHE DESKOF: _ Well, here I 


eee ncncceccsceccccccccneeessecesconccscesccconcccecccccece am again with 
another month’s 
penings in 
the lesbian 
community. 
I hope you 
June newsletter, and sincerely hope that I 
can continue to provide you with a news- 
letter that you really enjoy reading. Hope- 
fully, this is just the start of bigger and 


worth of hap- 
 seweny | 
Six 
oy enjoyed the 
better things to come. 
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I was fortunate enough to obtain a couple 
of issues of our sister city’s newsletter, 
namely “The Lavender Times’ from Cal- 
gary. I was very impressed with the con- 
tent of their newsletter, as it covered 
everything from book reviews to political 
articles to recipes. I have stolen a few of 
their noteworthy ideas and have imple- 
mented them for use in our July issue. 
Though it will take some time to achieve 
the same level of content, I have faith that 
our newsletter will someday reach the same 
heights of accomplishment. However, at 
this point I am, for the most part, publish- 
ing the newsletter on my own, without 
much input other than the regular contribu- 
tions of poetry and news announcements. 
As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, 
itis your newsletter and it won’t amount to 
much without your valuable input. I still 
wish to receive poetry and creative items, 
but would also appreciate receiving some 
ped political commentary, book reviews, 
etters to the editor and anything else you 
can think of. I promise that everything will 
be read and given consideration 


If you wish to contribute items for consid- 

eration, you can contact Womonspace 

Pn number and address listed in intro- 
uction), or contact me directly at home at 

434-7979. 

On that note, I will say thanks for your 

patronage and hope to hear from you soon. 


N.C. 


SURE, GOD CREATED MAN 
BEFORE WOMAN, BUT THEN, 
YOU ALWAYS MAKE A ROUGH 


DRAFT BEFORE THE 
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It has been a fairly quiet 
month for the Celebration 
90 campaign, but some- 
thing very exciting 
occurred on Friday, 
July 22nd. Gail S., 
an active member of 
“Team Edmonton”, 
was asked to appear 
on CJSR’s (334 
FM) “Gaywire” 
program, which 


CELEBRATION '90 
airs every Friday at 7:30 a.m. Ann L., 
another member of Team Edmonton, and 
her co-host, Rudy L., produced a lively and 
informative interview. The program aimed 
to educate any interested listeners as to the 
scope and purpose of Celebration ’90. 


Gail provided information on the follow- 
ing: 


¢ The Games originated in 1982, 
with Tom Waddell, U.S. Olym- 
pic decathlete, as founder. 


¢ The objectives of the Games are 
to do one’s personal best, to be 
“inclusive rather than exclu- 
sive’, but still allow people to 
compete at an international 
level if so desired. 


¢ The Roughnecks, the umbrella 
organization for Team Edmon- 
ton, have been involved with 
the Games to a large extent. 
They were participants in Gay 
Games II held in San Francisco 
in 1986, and were the first 
organization in Canada to 
donate money to Celebration 


¢ At present, Team Edmonton 
consists of twelve board mem- 
bers - 50% men and 50% 
women. They act as a liaison to 
the various sports and cultural 
groups, apprising them of 
Celebration 90’s progress. 
They are also involved in fund 
raising which, at present, 
consists of: 
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- membership sales ($10/yr, 
which entitles you to receive 
a Celebration ’90 newslet- 
ter). 


- short and long-sleeved T- 
shirt sales (short-sleeved are 
$12.00 and long-sleeved are 
$20.00). 


e The sports activities being held 
include basketball, volleyball, 
soccer, triathlon, cycling, 
wrestling, powerlifting, bil- 
liards, racquetball, tennis, golf, 
swimming, diving, track and 
field, softball, marathon, phy- 
sique, touch football, squash, 
badminton, martial arts and 
equestrian events. 


¢ Certain politicians have given 
Celebration '90 their encourage- 
ment and support, including: 


- Vancouver mayor Gordon 
Campbell; 


- Alderwoman Carole Taylor 
and Alderman Gordon Price; 


- Alderman Libby Davies; 


- Official Opposition Leader 
Michael Harcourt; 


- Federal Minister of Amateur 
Sport & Fitness Otto Jelinek; 


- Trade Minister Pat Carney; 
and 


- Members of Parliament 
Margaret Mitchell and Svend 
Robinson. 


Gail also reported on the cultural festival 
being held in concurrence with the Games, 
announcing that the festival will provide 
opportunities for those seeking gay and 
lesbian sensitive platforms, as well as a full 
program of main stage events for the entire 
community. 
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COURT OF THE WILD ROSE 


The week from July 31st to August 7th is 
filled with events leading up to the crown- 
ing of a new Emperor and Empress for the 
Court of the Wild Rose. This 1s the first 
time the Ball will be held in Edmonton, 
and organizers of the event are expecting 
approximately 800 out-of-town partici- 
pee Some of the events will have been 
eld by the time this newsletter is received, 
but the remaining activities are as follows: 


Monday, August 1st - State Dinner at 
Fritz’s. There will be a six-course meal 
served, providing all the wine, for a cost of 
$35.00 per person. Cocktails are at 6:00 
and dinner is at 7:00. The Empress and the 
Emperor will speak about their reign over 
the past year, and will give their last 
thanks. 


Tuesday, August 2nd - Club Crawl. All 
three clubs will be providing all night 
specials as follows: 


° Flashback - Free draft. 

. The Roost - Draft at 50¢ a glass and 
$1.50 for shooters. 

° Boots & Saddles - Draft at 50¢ a 
glass and $1.50 for Sambuca. 


Wednesday, August 3rd - Boots & Saddles 
will be presenting the In-Town Awards, 
beginning around 9:00. 


Thursday, August 4th - The Roost is 
presenting the In-Town Show, where all 
the best “local” entertainers will perform. 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. and the show 
starts at 9:00 p.m. SHARP. 


Friday, August 5th - Flashback is present- 
ing the Out-of-Town Show. All the best 
entertainers from “out-of-town” (no kid- 
ding) will “strut their stuff’. Approxi- 
mately 428 Americans are already regis- 
tered at the city’s hotels and, as mentioned 
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earlier, organizers are expecting approxi- 
mately 800 out-of-town people to attend. 


There will also be a “Hospitality Suite” 
on Friday at Tower on the Park (9715 - 110 
Street), from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 


Saturday, August 6th - The International 
Court Conference will be held from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon. This is a major board 
meeting where the reigning monarchs 
discuss the past year, report on what has 
been done with the funds, etc. This confer- 
ence is open to anyone interested in listen- 
ing in. 


For those people not interested in the 
conference, there is another Hospitality 
Suite at Tower on the Park (address listed 
above) running from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 
p.m. 


And now - the event everyone has been 
waiting for - THE GALA BALL, where 
the new Emperor and Empress will be 
crowned. The Ball begins at 6:00 p.m. at 
The Convention Centre. Tickets can be 
obtained in advance at all three clubs. 
Tickets are $20.00 in advance and $25.00 
at the door, but organizers recommend you 
obtain your tickets in advance. 


Sunday, August 7th - There will be a 
Victory Brunch at Boots & Saddles. The 
cost is $7.50 per person and includes steak, 
hash browns, eggs, and champagne and 
orange juice. 


COME AND PARTAKE IN THE SO- 
CIAL EVENT OF THE SEASON! 
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WOMONSPACE CAMP-OUT 


Come join the fun!! All of the 
very best, rolled into one place on 
one weekend for your summer 
ate If you love to ride horse- 


ack, fish, golf (miniature style), 
throw horseshoes, play ball, swim, 
boat, enjoy a good old-fashioned 
campfire, or just take in the mag- 
J] nificence of a star-filled sky ona 
ep moonlit night - then you won’t 
want to miss the campout planned 
for the Labour Day weekend. We 
will be meeting at Half Moon 
Resort, east of Sherwood Park 
(map to be included in August 
edition) on Friday, September 
2nd. The fee is $10 per tent, 


per night, so you should make ar- 
Y__j rangements for accommodation (if 


you do not have a tent or have 


extra room in your tent), and trans- 
portation by contacting Gail at 
434-7979. Space is limited, so 
call and reserve as soon as you 
can. 


COMING EVENTS 


POT LUCK SUPPER FOR LESBIANS 


Well, it looks like the pot luck 
suppers are a big success. Ihave not _ 
attended as yet, but have heard good things 
about them. If you wish to attend any, 

lease take note that the next four will be 
eld on: 


¢ August 5; 

¢ September 2; 

¢ October 6; and 
¢ November 4. 


The suppers are held at the Unitar- 
ian Church, 12330 - 110 Avenue. If you 
need any more information, please contact 
Common Woman Books at 432-9340. 
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HEATHER BISHOP CONCERT 


An event that everyone has been waitin 
for - the Heather Bishop concert on Friday, 
September 16, 8:00 p.m., at SUB Theatre. 


Sherry Shute will be accompanyin 
Heather on bass. The program will also 
include Jennifer Berezan as a warm-up act 
and a short speech by Halyna Freeland. 
Heather’s last concert sold out, so if you 
want to attend, be sure to buy tickets early. 


Tickets are available from Common 
Woman Books, 8724 - 109 Street, or from 
members of the Halyna Freeland Campaign 
Committee. Tickets are $12.00, $10.00 for 
low-income and $5.00 for children under 


For more information, please call Barb 
epee at 435-4966 or Joan Stein at 431- 
1266. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Womonspace’s annual general meeting 
will be held on September 25, 1988 at 1:00 
.m. The location is yet to be determined, 
ut will be announced in the August news- 

letter. The annual financial report will be 
presented, along with an overview of the 
year and the President’s message. Elec- 
tions will also be held at that time. Re- 
freshments and a lunch will be provided 
and everyone is encouraged to come, as it 
is the most important meeting of the year. 
More details will be forthcoming in 
August’s edition of Womonspace News, so 
stay tuned. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published 
monthly by Womonspace Social, 


profit organization for lesbians in Ed- 
monton and surrounding areas. 
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REGULAR EVENTS 


GENERAL MONTHLY MEETING 


The General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women's Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street), at 7:30 P.M. Both members and 
non-members are welcome to attend. 


Our next meeting is Tuesday, August 9, 
1988. 


DANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


If you are interested in getting involved in 
the planning and running of our monthly 
dances, then please attend our meetings 
heid on the last Thursday of the month at 
7:30 P.M. at the Women's Building (Base- 
ment, 9930 - 106 Street). 


Oe meeting is Thursday, August 25, 
1988. 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


There is no newsletter meeting set up at the 
moment, however, if you are interested in 
etting involved in any of the various areas 
writing, editing, collation, production, 
distribution, etc.), please call the Womon- 
space Office at 425-0511. 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 


On the second Thursday of the month, 
from 7:00 p.m.to 9:00 p.m., Womonspace 
holds a regular meeting at the Women’s 
Building in the main meeting room. Join 
us on this day for a relaxed evening of 
coffee and conversation. All are welcome! 
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WOMONSPACE PICNIC 


On July 17, 1988, Womonspace held a 
otluck picnic /7 at Emily Murphy Park. 

cee womyn// and children showed up 

food and a sing-song. 


for games, 


¥) first thing on the agenda 

to get everyone wet. Mel 
tied to a chair, placed in 
thewading pool and 

_«/ Waited for the inevitable; 

neg tnewater. Then, one by 
/ one, each womon and child 
i; was picked ue and dumped 
; in the pool. A fine initia 
; tion for everyone, if I do 
" Say so myself. 


Next came the tug-of-war, pitting Jayne’s 
Jules against Dee’s Darlings in a two out of 
three match. Jayne’s Jules won the first 
pac: however, Dee’s Darlings came from 

ehind to win the next two games and the 
match. 


Then it was on to the three-legged race and 
this was won by the illustrious pair of Jerry 
and Carmen. All the others came in sec- 
ond, having all lost their leg ties. 


There was plenty of food, including roast 
beef, hamburgers and watermelon, and 
everyone ate to their hearts’ content. 


After all the appetites were sated, Jerry 
brought out her guitar and, between Jerry 
and Carmen, the womyn enjoyed a variety 
of music and a sing-song. We even man- 
aged to involve some of the other picnic 
sites. A great time was had by all and I 
think I could safely say that the event was a 
success. We hope to enjoy many more 
outings like this in the future. 


JACQUIE 
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CREATIVE CORNER. 


My heart wished to speak. 

And tell you the inner secrets of my self 
To bid you explore my simplicity 

— But I bade it Keep silent. 


My hands wished to touch 
To feel your skin on mine 
To unite you to me 


— But I held it back, 


My feet wished to carry me 

To your door 

To look for you within 

— But I made them walk away. 


My eyes longed to look into yours 
Past the frivolities that separate us 
Down into your soul 

— But I blinded them. 


My heart yearns for you 
My hand gropes in the darkness to hold 


you 
My feet stumble and I fall at your feet 


And my eyes continue searching for you 
Although they cannot see. 


So what of being a sprout 
on this long-way down tree? 


A leaf in a bud for spring 

upheld at the tip of things. 

The newest end of a trunk 

grown Knuckle-tough with traditions. 


I tell you 
I could endure the clutch of the ground 
at the root of me. 


But not within the lovely sap 
which runs through 

dancing 

warm and lovely 

like spring 

telling me your love is all there is. 


Somehow winter does me in. 


POE K) AB) eR TLA 
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WOMONSPACE 
DANCE 
AUGUST 20, 1988 


BONNIE DOON HALL 
9240 - 93 STREET 
8:30 p.m. 10 1:30%asim 


(FOR THE BUFFET, WE WILL BE HOSTING A BARBECUE!) 


ADMISSION: MEMBERS $6.00, NON-MEMBERS $7.00 


et SSHSHSHHSHSHSHHSHSHSHHHSHSHSHEHHEHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHEHHHHHHTHHHEHHHEOHHOOE 


CREDITS 
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° PLEASE NOTE: : 

$ Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and 
e opinions of Womonspace. 

@ 


e 
; Contributions by: Rita, Jacquie, Gail and N.C. WOMONSPACE NEWS § 
e Typing: N.C. Basement, 9930 - 106 Street e 
¢ Layout: N.C. and Gail Edmonton, Alberta ° 


; Production: N.C. 425-0511 
e Collating and Distribution: N.C. and Jacquie 


